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AFFIDAYVIT O3F | Ex 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

E‘ Mi name isi EX. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) & Riack vesident of the Ashurst Bar/Smith
community in Tallassee, Alabama. 1 was bom in-1932 and thercafler raised in this
commonity.

2. 1 was emploved by the U.S.D.A. Forest Service from 1973 ~ 2000 and retired from civil

Service in 2010, Currenily, | work as an Instructor of Forestry at the Tuskegee

University Department of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. [ also am g pasior.

Ashurst Bar/Smith iy an unincorporated community that is predominantly Afvican

American snd is located at the southernmost tip of Tallapooss County, Alabama and

adiacent to the northers Macon County border,

4, 1 Hve af Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | less than one mile from the Stone’s Throw LandBl. 1 built

the house that 1 live in in 2004 on the same land where I was raised. 1 have lived on this

land all of my 1He except for the periods between 1973 and 1979 (6 years), and 1981 and

2000 (19 years) when 1 lived away for education and clvil service employment. Bven

when 1 lived away during these periods, the property on Gleeden Drive remained i my

family and [ considerad it my home.

I retamed fo the Ashurst Bar/Smith community i 2000 io help my parents,|sermmeme e |

| Ex.6 Personal Privacy (PP) 1yl Joinied them in thelr more than 10-year ﬁgm o defend my family’s

property and quality of 1ife and that of other community members from continuing o be
encroached on, devalued, and diminished by the Landfill.  Indesd. my parents were
among the carliest opponents to the Landfil] in our community,

&, Cur commmuity has been actively fighting the intrusion of the Landfill since at least the
miid-1 9805,
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8. All of this land that my family lives on in the Ashurst Bar/Smith ares has been in owr
fumnily for generations. My great-grandfather first came to Tallussee from South Carolina
in or ahout 1813 and later acquired about 600 acves of land through federal land grants
for farmers. This land has passed down in our family ever since, and my siblings and |
currently own about 145 acres.

&, The close connsetion that my family and uncestors had to s land has been negatively
impacted by the operation and expansion of the Landfill

10, This declarstion supplements the infmmaﬂj on that § provided in a declaration dated
November 15, 2016 that was submitied to the EPA a5 part of a now-closed fovestigation
of a 2003 complaint involving the Landfill as well as, subsequently In support of
ABSCOY s Ocioher 12, 2018 complaint. That prior declaration includes frue and accurate
informution about the LundBiPs iropact on me and other Black Ashurst Bar/Smuth
residents. This declaration augrmens that information,

11. All of the photographs discussed below in this statement document Landfill practives that
adversely affect our commumity. Many demonstrate the Landfill’s failure to adequately
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cover waste after hours and on weekends, which coniributes to strong odors affecting our
guality of hfe.

12, Some of the photographs were tuken when { incidentally drove by the Landfill. Others
were taken when I specifically went to go look at the Landfill and document what was
occurring. However, all the photographs were motivated by smelling the putrid odors
cmanating from the Landfill, witnessing uncovered trash, and seeing the significant
increase of vultures in and around the Landfill and the commmumity surrounding the
Landfill.

13, While T photographed some specific instances of what [ have observed, 1 have
experienced the odor emanating from the Landfill and scen the vultures as well as
inadequately covered trash many more times than T documented in these photographs.

14, A Google Farth Satellite Image documenting the locations where the photographs were
taken is attached. {Exhibit 13 1 have indicated on the image the approximate locations
where to the best of my memory [ took the photographs submitted by ABSCO in
October, 2018,

2006 Photographs

15.In 2006 1 had witnessed the Landfill leaving {rash uneovered on the weekends and
outside of operating howrs and heard the same from other members of the community. 1
began observing the Landfill frequently and taking photographs of fnstanves when trash
was left oncovered on weekends and outside of operating hours on weekdays.

16. The photographs provided are not the only instances where there was uncovered trash on
open cells in the Landfill on weekends or ouiside of operating howurs. Due to the passage
of fime, 1t is difficult to retrieve all of the photographs taken of uncovered frash in 2006,
Among other things, T have changed computers.  Although 1 have nried to find old
materials, I have only been able to find some of the photographs at this poist.

17. While I had witnessed mmcovered trash myself and heard the same from members of the
community I was motivated to take the following photographs in 2006 because work in
the Landfill had moved to a new cell that was not visible from Washington Blvd, and |
was suspicious the trash was not being covered, so I sought permission from the
Hutchinson family to take pictures from their land.

18. Photo DSCO003 {see Exhibit 2} was taken on Satarday October 7, 2006 at 11:40am. The
photograph was taken at the northern border of the eastern portion of the Landfill (see
Fxhibit 1) using a Sony digital camers. The photograph was taken because 1 was aware
that there was uncovered trash in the Landfill on weekend days, as demonstrated by the
photograph, and wanted to document il

19, Photo DSCO007T (see Exhibit 3) was taken on Saturday October 7, 2006 at 11:41am af the
northern border of the eastern portion of the Landfill (see Exhibit 1) nsing a Sony digital
camera. The photograph was taken because I was aware that there was uncovered trash
the Landfill on weekend days, as demonstrated by the photograph, and wanted o
document it

20, Photo DSCO013 (see Exhibit 4 was taken on Saturday October 7, 2006 at 12:65pm. The
photo was taken at the porthern horder of the castern portion of the Landfill (see Exhibit
1) using 2 Sony digital camera. The photograph was taken because 1 was aware that there
was uncovered trash in the Landfill on weekend days, as demonstrated by the
photograph, and wanted to document it
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71, After 2006 { no longer moniiored the Landfill as regularly but 1 still drive by the Landfill
when 1 am traveling in that direction for other reasons and observed the Landfill

2616 Photographs

22. 1 took photographs in 2016 around the time | observed that the Landfill began to use tarps
10 oover the frash.

23. The introduction of tarps did not resolve the issue with uncovered {rash. The frash was
stilf left wncovered — somefimes completely and at other times partially. When the
Landfill used tarps, the tarps had holes in them or were otherwise inadequate and often
did not completely cover the trash.

24. The photographs provided are not the only instances when | have observed that the trash
has been left uncovered or has been inadequately covered.

23. The photographs taken in 2016 document that the trash in the Landfill was left uncovered
or was inadequately covered outside of operating hours on weekdays.

26, Photo DSCO3380 (see Fxhibit 5} was taken on Thursday March 17, 2016 at 6:07pm from
Washington Blvd. {(see Exhibit 1} from my truck window using a Sony digital camera. |
went over to the Landfill o see if the trash had been left uncovered outside of operating
hours on a weckday, When 1 observed that trash had been left uncovered oulside of
operating hours on a weekday, T docurnented it

27. Photo TISCO3381 (see Exhibit 6) was taken on Thursday March 17, 2016 at 6:07pm from
Washington Blvd. stiglitly further down the road from where Photo DSCO3380 was taken
{see Exhibit 1) from my track window using a Sony digital camera. This is a zoomed in
photograph of Photo DSCO3380 taken slightly further down the voad.

28. Photo DISCO3382 (see Exhibit 7) was taken on Thursday March 17, 2016 at 6:0%m from
Washington Blvd. avound the curve from where Photo DSC0O3381 was taken (see Exhibit
1} from my truck window using @ Sony digital camera. You can see in Photo DSCO3381
that the vegetation ends right near the curve in the road where this photo was taken. This
photograph documents that the trash was left uncovered outside of operating howurs on a
weekday and also shows vultures on the uncovered trash.

29, Photo DSC03383 (eze Exhibit §) was taken on Thuvsday March 17, 2016 at 6:0%pim from
Washington Blvd. slightly further down the road from where Photo DSCO3382 was taken
{see Exhibit 1) from my truck window using a Sony digital camera. This photograph
shows the trash left nnooversd after operating hours on a weekday and vultures on the
uncovered trash from a different viewpoint than Photo DSC03382.

30, The photopraph labeled BuzzardsTarp3-17-16 (see Exhibit 9) was taken on Thursday

March 17, 2016 at 6:09pm from Washington Blvd. (see Exhibit 1) using a Sony digital

camera. This photo shows many vultures sitting on what is either inadequately covered or

uneovered trash in the Landfill
31. Photo DSCO338Y (see Exhibit 10) was taken on Monday April 4, 2016 at 6:32pm from

Washington Blvd {see Exhibit 1) using a Sony digital camera. This photograph was taken

to demonstrate that the Landfill was not using the 6 inches of soil as required. It also

demonstrates the challenges of using a turp for trash coverage. The tarp is very small
compared to the trash and is insufficient unless other tarps were put down and only if
their edges overlapped and were sealed.

32. Photo DSCH3390 (see Exhibit 11) was taken on Monday April 4, 2016 at 6:32pm from

Washington Blvd slightly farther down the road from whers Photo DBC03389 was taken,
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(see Bxhibit 1) using a Sony digital camera and is & zoomed in version of photo
DSCOH3ES. v
13. Phote DSCO3394 (see Exhibit 123 was taken on Monday April 4, 2016 al 7:04pm from
Washington Blvd. slightly fusther down the road from where Photo DSCO3390 was taken
{see Exhibit 1) using a Sony digital camera. [ came back later in the evening to sec the
status of the tarp coverage. 1 took this photograph to demonstrate that although there were
multiple farps covering the trash, the tarps have holes in them and all of the trash is not
covered.
. Photo DSCO3395 (see Exhibit 13) was taken on Monday April 4, 2016 at 7:04pm from
Washington Blvd {se¢ Exhibit 1) using a Sony digital camera. This photograph is a
zoomed in version of Photo DSCO3394.

[
o

2018 Photographs

35, The most recent photographs, were faken in 2018 to demonstrate the inadequacy of the
tarps used to cover the trash in the Landfill. What specifically brought my atiention to the
Landfill at this time was the terrible and overwhebming smell emitted by the Landfill and
the large increase in volture activity in the Landfill and surrounding arcas.

36. The photographs provided are not the only instances when I have observed that the trash
has been left uncovered or has been inadequately covered.

37. The photographs taken in 2018 docament that the frash in the Lundfill was left uncovered
or was inadequately covered cutside of operating bours on weekdays.

38. All of the photographs in 2018 were taken because to the best of my knowledge work had
been completed at the end of the day or had not yet started in the morning at these times.

39, 1 stayed in my truck to take the photographs to avoid atiention and harassment from the
Landfill. T had reason io believe from previous experiences that if § bad left my fruck 1
would have been followed by Landfill workers and photographed.

40, The photo labeled Tarp 1 (see Exhibit 14) was taken on Thursday March 15, 2018 at
6:49pm from Washington Blvd, (see Exhibit 1) from my truck window uvsing my
Samsung phone. I came in the back way because | was heading home. This photograph
demonstrates that the tarps are inadequstely covering the trash and that garbage can be
observed coming through the seams between the tarps.

41. The photo labeled Tarp 2 {see Exhibit 15) was tmken on Thursday March 15, 2018 at
6:49pm from Washington Blvd. slightly further north from where the photo labeled Tarp
{ was taken {see Exhibit 1) from my truck window using my Samsung phone. This
photograph demonsirates that the tarps are inadequately covering the rash and that
garbage can be observed coming through the seams between the tarps.

42, The photo lubeled WashBivd7-11-18754FM (see Exhibit 16) was taken on Wednesday
July 11, 2018 at 7:54pm from Washingion Blvd. {see Exhibit 1} from my truck using yay
Samsung phone. I happened to be deiving by the Landfll and saw that there was
uncovered trash after operating hours so I documented it.

43. The photo labeled Gleeden7-11-18749AM (see Exhibit 17) was taken on Wednesday
July 11, 2018 at 7:49pm on (leeden Drive near my home (se¢ Exhibit 1) with my
Samsung phone after operating hours. 1 had witnessed work being done on this section of
the Landfll and wanted to see if the Landfill was leaving trash wncovered. When I saw
that it was [ photographed the Landfill from that location. It is my understanding that this
cell was in the process of being closed and was closed soon thereatier.
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ED_006727_00008911-00004



FOIA 2021-001987

44, The photo lubeled WashBlvd7-12-187:12AM (see Exhibit 18) was taken on Thursday
July 12, 2018 at 7:12am oniscsresnariaen b pear may home {see Bxhibit 1}, using my
Samsunyg Phone. Please note the metadata for this trnage includes a GPS location of

; Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) {1 bad witnessed work bewng done on
this section of the Landfill and wanted 1o see if the Landfill was leaving trash nncovered.
When 1 saw that it was I photographed the Landfill from that Jocation. It is my
understanding that this cell was in the process of being closed and was closed soon
therealter.

43, The photo labeled Gleeden7-13-186:12AM (see Exhibit 19) was taken on Friday July 13,

2018 at #:12am onlexeresoariacy PP | ear my home (see Exhibit 1) using my Samsung

phoue. Please note the metadata for this image inclndes 2 GPS location off B ¢rerson prvacy (°?) |

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) T had witnessed work being done on this section of

the Land B and wanted 10 see 1111 Trash was being left uncovered and when [ saw that 1

was 1 photographed it. I would Lke 1o vote that this cell was in the process of being

closed and was closed one or two days later.

46, All of the photographs provided demonstrate the Landfill’s failure to adequately cover
the trash in the Landfill, if the Landfill covers the trash at all on a given date, and
disregard of perniif requirements.

47. The Landfil} practices change over thme and it is my observation that the Landfill has
done a better job of covering the garbage when there is outside attention, for cxample as a
result of the lawsuit filed about ABSCO’s civil rights complaint and we received press
attention.  After time, though, the Landfill reverts to old practices and the frash is
inadequately covered agam.

48, Based on these experiences over time, [ have reason to beliove that absent outside
intervention from ADEM, including siricter permil requircments, the Landfill will
continue practices that inadequately cover waste after hours and on weekends, leading to
greater odor and other impacts on the Ashurst Bar/Smith community.

. o . {
Executedon /7 dayof Ales sashey, 2018.

3
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Man , COUNTY

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

g\wz

whose name is signed to the foregoing instrument or conveyance, and who s known to me,
acknowledged before me on this day that, being informed of the contents of the conveyance, he

executed the same voluntarily on the day the same bears date.

. AL 2018,
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